V. Learning to Live, and to Live with Others
PRESCHOOL ACTIVITIES REFLECT HOME LIFE
The child's play is a revealing medium of learning and ex-
pression. Because all experiences are based on and grow from
previous ones, the young child's experiences, in school as well
as at home, center in his home life. The child, playing first
alone, and later in groups of children, dramatizes home expe-
riences. Pictures, stories, songs, and talk at school which re-
call home life are great favorites with many children.
Consider the child at three years. His movements and play
may seem quite aimless to the older person. He pushes and
pulls around the chairs, large boards, boxes, or other heavy
articles he can move, being content with this activity. When
he is four, however, he begins to name the queer groups of
things he makes. They may become autos, stores, houses,
trains, or even radio towers, and the talk that goes with the
building of them is likely to be about what the radio an-
nouncer, the train engineer, or the family members do and
say.
At four years those children who like to play with dolls may
be found placing the doll carefully in the doll carriage, ar-
ranging clothing and covers, whereas at three the doll car-
riage may be used for hauling all kinds of toys.
We have all seen groups of four or five children serving an
imaginary meal on a tiny tea table. This is more than casual
play. The children frequently carry through each part of the
serving of a meal, using a menu similar to what they eat for
breakfast or other meals. This kind of play occurs because
the five-year-old child's play follows more definite sequences,
and his memory and imitative powers are increasing. Not all
children will play house, but those who do begin, by the fifth
or sixth year, to imitate the businesses and general life of the
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